Translation of additional note; J%\

An Coimisinéir Teanga, Seén O Cuirredin An Coimisinéir Teanga
at the Houses of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Public Service g
Oversight and Petitions, 4 December 2013, 4.15pm

By the end of February next | will have held the position of Coimisinéir Teanga for 10 years. Although
my term of office runs for a further 2 years my heartfelt belief is, in view of the information | have
presented to you today, that there is little else | can personally achieve in that timeframe in relation
to language rights for Irish speakers and Gaeltacht communities. It is therefore with regret that |
announce that | have decided to resign from my position as Coimisinéir Teanga on 23" February
next. | have informed the President of Ireland of this decision today as required by legislation.

| would like at this stage to thank everyone who has helped me during the years in which | have held
this position — in particular the small, dedicated team of staff in my Office. | thank all of those in
politics and in the state sector in general who supported our work. | appreciate the support we
received from the media, particularly from Irish language journalists, from Gaeltacht and Irish
language organisations, from academia, from those who provided advice either professionally or
voluntarily, from other language commissioners throughout the world, from civil and public
servants, friends and many other who have helped in so many ways.

But above all, | wish to express my sincere thanks to the people of the Gaeltacht and to Irish
speakers in general for the confidence they placed in me and in my office’s staff over the past 10
years.

| thank you, a Chathaoirligh, and the members of the Joint Committee for your attention today.

Go raibh mile maith agaibh.



